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Innovation and tradition of excellence in design fuel Gorenje's development

April 2010 - Without keen curiosity and desire for progress, alertness for business opportunities, adaptation to market conditions, persistence in times of economic hardship and political changes, continuous investment in development, technology, and education, pursuit of vision, innovation and understanding the importance of the aesthetics of the home, Gorenje would not have been celebrating 60 years of creativity today. Especially not without innovation and tradition of excellence in design. Throughout the 60 years of history, Gorenje patented 151 innovations and received 20 distinguished international design awards. 
At Gorenje, innovation has been nurtured since the very beginnings. The company received its first registered patent in 1956. As the company abandoned the role of original equipment manufacturer in 1963, design became an integral part of the business process as it was included in the development of Gorenje's own home appliances destined for the demanding Western markets.

In the seventies, excellence of Gorenje design was acknowledged with the first international awards. In 1971, Gorenje Design Centre was founded as a highly professional design studio employing a brilliant team of designers with an ambitious development vision: by 1980, the Gorenje Design Centre was to be upgraded into an institute. The vision was stopped in its tracks by the economic crisis of the nineteen eighties.

Also in the seventies, Gorenje developed its philosophy of comprehensive offer of home products. In this period, the offer that to date only included major appliances was extended with small appliances and consumer electronics. And as Gorenje was highly focused on development, design, innovation, and providing a broad array of products for the home in the seventies, the eighties were a time of extending the sales network abroad, to focus again on intensive investment into development of new technologies in the nineties.

In 1990, Gorenje laid out the first plan for producing a line of home appliances with a uniform design provided by the Pininfarina design studio. However, the civil war in Yugoslavia flushed the plans away for a full decade. Nevertheless, Gorenje found its breakthrough in 1995 as the development of the Simple&Logical washing machine was commenced. This development milestone in Gorenje's frame of mind and approach to innovation and design set a global example of how to develop and manufacture an innovative product with touch control and distinctive appearance. From this achievement sprang Gorenje's vision of becoming a home appliance manufacturer offering world-class design.
Major advancements in technology, innovation, environment protection, and design brought about by the nineteen nineties were further upgraded in the new millennium with a range of watershed achievements in development of advanced technology and appliance functionality and control.

In 2000, Gorenje's plans from the beginning of the nineties came to fruition and thus, the first designer line signed by the Italian designer icon Pininfarina was launched. Encouraged by the success of this appliance collection that exceeded all expectations, Gorenje fully revamped the line in 2005 to present the Gorenje Pininfarina Collection which has since become a synonym of distinctive design that lasts. Success harvested from further collaboration with the great names of contemporary design such as Swarovski, Ora-Ïto, and Karim Rashid, manifests that Gorenje's turn to superior design was a good decision.

Gorenje has also surprised the markets time and again with innovations in the functionality of home appliances. Gorenje's most recent appliances allow touch control and interactive communication. Perhaps the most resounding development was the Gorenje made for iPod refrigerator freezer combo, while the SmarTable with fully integrated remote controlled refrigerator concealed in the foot of the table is among the most prestigious products in the industry.

Aesthetics and innovations have fuelled Gorenje's ascent to the cream of the crop of global developers of breakthrough novelties. The concept of Gorenje as a design-minded company is plain and simple: to understand the consumers, to innovate and to create. Design as the key aspect of business performance is also marketed to third-party customers today. In 2008, Gorenje Design Centre was reorganized and incorporated as an independent company Gorenje Design Studio (GDS), a provider of comprehensive services in industrial, architectural, and graphic design. 

Milestones in the history of design at Gorenje
1963 –
Marjan Dvorak is the first designer to join the Gorenje team
1971 –
Gorenje Design Centre is founded, headed by designer Ciril Cesar
1980 –
Designer Janez Smerdelj takes over as the head of Gorenje Design Centre
1990 –
Start of collaboration with the Pininfarina design studio
1995 –
The vision of a superior design mindedness is born with the Simple&Logical washing machine
2000 –
The first top-class designer line Gorenje Pininfarina is launched
2008 –
Gorenje Design Centre is transformed into Gorenje Design Studio (GDS)
Watershed Gorenje products springing from the vision of creating innovative, superiorly designed and technologically advanced appliances

1997 –
Simple&Logical washing machines – Gorenje is the first company in the world to develop electronic touch control
1999 –
Gorenje Old Timer retro fridge freezers 
1999 –
New generation cooking appliances
2000 –
The first Gorenje Pininfarina line – Gorenje is the first company in the world to offer a collection of appliances with uniform design
2001 –
Modern cooking centre study
2002 –
Study of connectible intelligent appliances Gorenje Touch the Future – Gorenje is the first in the world to develop home appliances as a part of the intelligent home 
2003 –
Alux Line – a design breakthrough by incorporating the inox trend
2004 –
New generation washing machines with distinctive design and breakthrough touch control technology UseLogic© - Gorenje is the first in the world to develop technologically advanced touch control via LCD screen
2004 –
Prestigious wine coolers Monarque

2005 –
Study of SmarTable by Gorenje, a table with fully integrated remote controlled refrigerator stowed in the foot of the table, and an innovative cooking centre with an oven, cooking hob, and a kitchen hood – a global innovation

2005 –
New Gorenje Pininfarina Collection
2006 – Gorenje fridge freezers with CRYSTALLIZED™ – Swarovski Elements
2006 – Launch of the SmarTable 

2007 –
Designer collection Gorenje Ora-Ïto and presentation of the futuristic kitchen  
2007 –
Gorenje Pininfarina Black Collection
2008 –
Gorenje Ora-Ïto White Collection
2008 –
Gorenje made for iPod fridge freezer combo, presenting a unique combination of the iconic iPod touch and a modern refrigerator freezer 

2008 –
Study for the White Qube and Black Qube designer line – Gorenje is the first company in the world to develop the idea of fully freestanding home appliances with 360° design 

2008 –
Introduction of new generation built-in appliances and the breakthrough HomeMade technology in ovens that feature the form and functions to mimic the operation of traditional wood-fired ovens 

2009 –
Study of an innovative designer induction cooker Mrs. Dalloway, Gorenje, designed by Nika Zupanc

2009 –
New collection of Gorenje's retro style fridge freezers
2009 –
Introduction of Gorenje Simplicity designer line – innovation of advanced and user-friendly home appliance control with a single logical dial. 

2009 –
Introduction of designer collection Gorenje designed by Karim Rashid

2010 –
Introduction of Jubilee line Gorenje Simplicity Moonlight, celebrating Gorenje's 60th anniversary
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www.gorenje.com


